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which occupied Harding, but that of clothes* Those which
the settlers wore had passed this winter, but they would
not last until next winter. Skins of carnivora or the wool
of ruminants must be procured at any price, and since
there were plenty of musmons, it was agreed to consult on
the means of forming a flock which might be brought up
for the use of the colony. An enclosure for the domestic
animals, a poultry-yard for the birds, in a word to establish
a sort of farm in the island, such were the two important
projects for the fine season.
In consequence and in view of these future establish-
ments, it became of much importance that they should
penetrate into all the yet unknown parts of Lincoln-Island,
that is to say, through that thick forest which extended
on the right bank of the Mercy, from its rnouth to the
extremity of the Serpentine peninsular, as well as on the
whole of its western side. But this needed settled weather,
and a month must pass before this exploration could be
profitably undertaken.
They therefore waited with some impatience, when an
incident occurred which increased the desire the settlers
tad to visit the whole of their domain.
It was the 24th of October. On this dayf Penoroft had
gone to visit his traps, which he always kept properly
baited. In one of them he found three animals which